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Martin Luther King uses various rhetorical strategies while addressing the masses (Black –Americans) who are out fighting for their freedoms as rightful citizens of America. First, Martin applies logos when he uses terms derived from the Holy Bible to describe the Capital of the USA. He refers to it as a hallowed place to mean that they are gathered there to make a request just like people go to holy places to make prayers when faced by different challenges in life. The black-Americans led by Martin are gathered here to request the Government to serve them with justice. The Government here represents God. The justice that this group is seeking is ending discrimination and segregation (King, 1985). To give the masses hope, He says “Mountainous and hilly place shall be leveled." This means that equality would be attained at some point in time.
Secondly, the application of ethos is evident in his speech as he uses a language that appeals to the masses who are suffering the same injustices to hold hands and fight for their constitutional rights. All the people in Martin Luther’s meeting are facing the same difficulties and have come out as one group with the same dream to fight against injustice (King, 1985). 
To appeal to people’s emotions, Martin makes use of pathos by giving a detailed account of what the blacks living in the USA are facing. The inhuman treatment of blacks by the Whites makes everyone pity the victims of discrimination and segregation. Marking some place as for the whites only is to mean that non-whites were worthless. Mention of worthlessness in the speech touched the crowd (both whites and blacks) and their emotions motivated them to fight for equality (King, 1985). 
King (1985) in his speech uses other rhetorical devices such as anaphora and kairos for various reasons. For example Luther applies anaphora to emphasize on the dream or vision he had for America and all Americans. His dream was that there shall come a time when all American would treat each as brothers and sisters despite racial differences. Kairos is used by the speaker to emphasize that time for people to be served justice had come. Black-Americans had suffered enough injustices in the full glare of the Government. In this particular meeting the speaker emphasizes that enough injustices had happened and it was the time such cases were brought to an end. 
To connect with his audience, Luther gave examples of ills happening to the Black-Americans, he included, and he used examples of injustices that affected everyone therefore making the issue of fighting for equality everyone’s business. Martin Luther’s audience was everyone living in America; the Whites, Black-American and the government. The thesis of his address was that part of the American nation was denied their freedoms and they had to be granted. The rhetorical context that led to this kind of congregation is discrimination and unfair treatment of the Black American by the Americans. The purpose of the coming together was to fight the social evils committed against men of color. 
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